
 
 

 
Welcome to St. John’s Cathedral! 

We hope you will be blessed by tonight’s service and throughout this Holy Season. 
 

We invite you to prepare for this service by having a candle nearby to light at the end of the service  
as we join together in singing “Silent Night.” 

 

 
The Gathering of the Community 
 
Processional Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
come and behold Him, born the King of Angels; 
 
Refrain:  O come let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord  
 
God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
very God, begotten not created:  Refrain  
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, in the highest:  Refrain  
 
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,  
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;  
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;  Refrain  

                             Music & Text: John Francis Wade (1711-1786) 
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Greeting and Collect for Purity                                          Dean Scott Pittendrigh     
 
Celebrant:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  and the love of God,  
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, 
All:   to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Glory to God              
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless 
thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the 
world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.  
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
Collect of the Day  
Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light.  As we have 
known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the splendor of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – The Christ Candle                                        Dean Scott and Sarah  
                                                                                     
First Voice: The Advent time of waiting and preparing is over! We have lit four candles that 
remind us about hope, peace, joy and love. (The four candles are now lit.)  

 
Second Voice: These candles remind us that God promises to be with us, to comfort us, to help 
us rejoice, and to teach us to love.  
 



First Voice: Tonight we celebrate that God has come to be with us in the baby we call Jesus.  
 
Second Voice: Tonight we light one more candle, and we call it the Christ candle.    
(The white candle is now lit.)  

This candle reminds us of all God has done for us. God fills us with good things, like hope and 
peace and joy and love. God is faithful to us. God is with us, now and always.  
 
All:  O God, come, lead us through our lives.  
 Give us courage to spread your light in the world. Amen.  
 
Blessing of the Creche                                                                                                              Dean Scott 
 
The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2 - 7                                                                             Derwyn Crozier-Smith 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For 
the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 96                                                                     

 

                                                                                                                                                                          © Copyright 2000 Gordon Johnston  

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. Sing to the Lord and bless his 
name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. Refrain 
 
Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. For great is the Lord 
and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods. Refrain 
 
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, 
the power and the splendour of his sanctuary! Refrain 
 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord honour and power. Ascribe 
to the Lord the honour due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. Refrain 
 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. Tell it out 
among the nations: “The Lord is King!  he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity.” Refrain 
 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the 
field be joyful and all that is therein. Refrain 
 
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, when he 
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with his 
truth. Refrain 
 
Second Reading:  Titus 2:11 - 14                                                                         Derwyn Crozier-Smith 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  
 
The Word of the Lord. Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Gradual Hymn: “Shepherds in the Field Abiding”     
 
Shepherds in the field abiding, tell us, when the seraph bright 
greeted you with wondrous tiding, what you saw and heard that night. 
 Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
We beheld (it is no fable), God incarnate, king of bliss, 
swathed and cradled in a stable, and the angel strain was this: 
 Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-20                                                                                                     Deacon Bill Crosby 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.                                             
 
Reader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Choristers on high were singing, Jesus and his virgin birth, 
heavenly bells the while a-ringing, "Peace, good will to all on earth." 
 Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
Thanks, good shepherds, true your story; let us go to Bethlehem. 
Angels hymn the king of glory; carol we with you and them. 
 Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
Sermon                                                                                                                          Dean Scott 
 
Nicene Creed   
Celebrant:  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
All:     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People                                                                           Derwyn Crozier-Smith 
 
Sisters and brothers on this most holy night of Christ’s birth, that we may find peace, joy, and 
contentment in this holy season, let us pray for ourselves and all those in need of our prayers, 
saying: Lord hear our prayer. 
 
For the church of Christ, that it may faithfully proclaim the good news of salvation and may care 
for the needs of God’s people in all corners of the world. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
  
For peace in our troubled world, that the darkness of war and injustice may be replaced by the 
light of peace, justice, reconciliation and love. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 



For all refugees and migrants, who like the Holy Family are searching for a new home in a new 
land. Bless them as they live in uncertainty, fear and grief, and help us to welcome all 
newcomers to Canada with open and willing hearts. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 
For those in need of our prayers: those who are homeless, unemployed and hungry; those who 
are hospitalized; those who are grieving; and all those for whom this season is one not of joy 
but of trial and sadness. We pray for them and for their family members and caregivers. Help us 
to respond generously to the needs of others. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For those who labour this night on behalf of others: doctors and nurses, police officers, 
firefighters and emergency responders, bus and taxi drivers, and all those whose work prevents 
them from sharing this evening with those they love. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 
We pray for world leaders:  that they may be guided by God’s wisdom and lead with care and 
compassion for the citizens of their countries and communities.  We pray for medical advisors 
throughout the world, scientists, researchers, infectious disease experts, epidemiologists and 
the Provincial Chief Medical Health Officers in Canada who are advising governments and 
continuing to work on securing and delivering the developed vaccines for COVID-19 in the most 
efficient manner.  We pray in thanksgiving for the progress that has been made so far toward 
developing and approving vaccines and for those who have received vaccinations to date.  We 
ask, loving God, that you will be with the doctors, nurses, front-line health workers and essential 
services personnel who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in 
the process. May they know your protection and peace.  We ask your healing presence to be 
with all who are sick with the virus that they may recover and be restored to wholeness.  We 
especially pray for those who are facing death from the effects of this virus and who are 
experiencing the agony of separation from their loved ones.  May your comforting presence be 
with them through the medical personnel who are caring for both patients and families in the 
pain of distanced, final goodbyes.  Be with those who have died from the virus - may your Holy 
Angels bring them safely home to your loving arms and may they be at rest with you in your 
eternal peace.  Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for patience as we face further restrictions and safety measures now in place for the 
holiday season. We grieve that the timing of these restrictions means that Christmas will not be 
observed with many of our cherished traditions this year but pray that it will be a time for small, 
quiet, contemplative possibilities, not unlike the lonely stable in Bethlehem shared by that little 
family at the Incarnation, where Christ first came to meet all our hopes and fears.  May we not 
lose hope as we place our trust in you, O God, and your enduring love and care for us in this 
time of trial and challenge.  Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



We pray that the blessed hope we celebrate this night might be the fulfillment of all who have 
gone before us in faith. We remember all those who have died. We pause now for a moment of 
silent remembrance.... (pause...) Rest eternal, grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 
 
And we pray that in this time of gift-giving we might become more aware of the gift of God’s 
love for us and the assurance that God is always with us and we are never alone. Let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
By your grace, transform our prayers from words to deeds, that we may live as a holy people in 
the dawn of your peace, redeemed from all that divides us. We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel, God-with-us, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution   
Celebrant:    Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. 
Let us confess our sins,  
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
All:   we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
The Peace             
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you.                                                 We greet one another with the peace of Christ. 



Offertory Hymn: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 
It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, to all good will from heaven’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessèd angels sing. 
 
For lo!, the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,  
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold: 
when the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their King, 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Prayer over the Gifts (The celebrant offers the following prayer.)                   
Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast.  May we grow up in him 
who unites our lives to yours; for he is the Lord now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer  
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation was made perfect 
man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of 
your glory. Therefore with all the angels of heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn 
of praise to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Celebrant: We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  for the goodness and love 
  you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; 
  in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
  and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 
  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
  out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 
  our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
  and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
  and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
   

After supper he took the cup of wine; 
  and when he had given thanks,  he gave it to them, 
  and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
  which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
All:   we remember his death, 
  we proclaim his resurrection, 
  we await his coming in glory; 
Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
  presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
  that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 
  and his blood of the new covenant. 
  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 
  may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
  In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 
  and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
  the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 
  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 
  now and for ever. Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer          
Celebrant:     As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
All:      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
Celebrant:  We break the bread of life and that life is the light of the world. 
All:   God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 
 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Lamb of God (sung) 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
The Communion 
Reader:  I invite all those who are unable to receive the consecrated bread and wine this day 
but who long for the grace and blessing of God through our Savior Jesus Christ, to join me in 
this prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 
All:  In union, blessed Jesus, with your faithful people at every altar of your church  

where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I offer my praise and thanksgiving.  
Since I cannot receive you today in the sacrament of your body and blood,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,  
and let me never be separated from you.   
May I live in you and you in me in this life and in the life to come.  Amen.   

 
Prayer after Communion     
Celebrant: Creator of all,  

tonight you have united earth and heaven  
in sending your Son to take our human nature.   
May we who have tasted heavenly things  
share in the life of his eternal kingdom.   
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Doxology                   
Celebrant:  Glory to God, 
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The lights are dimmed and tapers are lit. Please light a candle in your home and share the light of Christ with those around you, your 
neighbours and community. When all tapers are lit the celebrant offers the blessing: 

 
The Blessing:  May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of despair and brighten 
your hearts with holiness; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  
 
Recessional Hymn: “Silent Night” 

 
Silent night, Holy night! All is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

 
Silent night, Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia, Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.  

 
Silent night, Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
The Dismissal    
Deacon:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the good news of the angels.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Participating in Tonight's Service: 
 
Celebrant & Homilist: The Very Rev. Scott Pittendrigh, Dean and Rector  
Deacon:  The Rev. Dr. Bill Crosby 
Reader and Intercessor:  Derwyn Crozier-Smith  
Choristers: Kathleen Brannen, Janet Weaver, Michael Harris, Jonathan Moore-Wright 
Music Director: Michael Harris      
Organist: Gregory Schulte         
Recording this service:  Alexa Wallace 
Bulletin preparation: Sarah Donnelly 
E-newsletter editor: Reid McDonald 


